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Divine Mercy Sunday 

I hope all of you had a wonderful Easter. It was definitely quieter here than 
usual for the two of us. It was strange and we truly missed your presence. I’d like 
to give some thanks to those who have encouraged us in this time. We’ve received 
cards and calls and all kinds of offers to pick up for us whatever we might need. I 
have no doubts that you’re looking out for one another and for your neighbours in 
this way too. To all of you who look to serve in this time in any way: I thank you. 
Your generosity and selflessness demonstrate what lives that are led, not by fear 
but by faith are like. 

Indeed, there are plenty of sources for fear these days. Businesses are 
closing, people are losing jobs and store shelves are sometimes barren. This 
obviously doesn’t affect me, but I hear that hair dye is the new coveted commodity 
in a trend that threatens to expose grey hairs everywhere. Then there’s the dreaded 
illness itself. Lots to fear; but that’s not what leads us. But fear: it’s perhaps the 
only thing more contagious than coronavirus. Minute by minute, the virus is 
nothing exciting. I find golf boring to watch; that’s slow. Coronavirus is even 
slower though. It’s fear that keeps us hooked and enables news channels to 
broadcast the same stories all day, every day. 

I noticed that the First Reading this weekend made mention of something 
else that could be considered contagious. Reflecting on the life of the early 
Christian community, the author noted for us that, “…day by day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being saved.”1 The early Christians, it seems, had 
something contagious as well, something that was spreading to those around them, 
that is, their own faith in Jesus, risen from the dead. They faith they carried was so 
contagious because it filled them with hope and joy even in dark and difficult 
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times. Many were sinners, prostitutes, lepers or just unwanted. They were far from 
perfect, but they knew that God loved them and died for them. The Good News, 
the faith they carried was something that others very much wanted and needed. 

Now eventually, Christians were persecuted because of what they were 
spreading. Had the authorities thought about it, perhaps they would have forced the 
Christians to isolate in their own homes so others would not catch their faith. At 
the beginning of today’s Gospel, we heard how fear urged the first disciples to hide 
away in a locked room2. That wasn’t part of God’s plan though, who wished for his 
disciples to take the Good News of the Resurrection and spread it worldwide. 
Later, when faced with eventual persecution, Christians moved out of Jerusalem to 
establish homes in friendlier communities only to spread their faith there too. 

You see, we all carry something that’s contagious, something others can 
catch. It may not be a virus, but fear can be just as contagious. So too can despair 
or hatred. Faith also, can be contagious, as can hope or even values and ideals. 
We’re all carriers of something and those we hang around and interact with are at 
risk of catching what we carry. But here’s the question: is what we each carry 
worth catching? Is what we carry life-giving, does it add to the world, is it 
something we want to spread to those around us or is it damaging and worth 
extinguishing as we wish to extinguish coronavirus? 

More than a few people have asked me if I’m afraid for the Church, am I 
afraid of how the separation we’re imposing on ourselves now may impact life in 
our parish long term? Certainly, I have concerns. I wonder if some, fearing the 
potential illnesses that could circulate in a crowd might avoid coming to a church 
full of people. I wonder if some might simply find it a struggle to get back into the 
routine of joining us regularly again. But that’s okay. We can certainly be 
concerned about these kinds of questions, but our primary role, especially when 
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faced with the kinds of afflictions that trouble our world today, is to ensure that 
what we carry is worth catching and then strive as best we can to spread it around. 

Coronavirus has certainly challenged us, the priests and staff of our parish, 
to find creative solutions to the problem of isolation. Your participation in this 
Mass is part of the fruit of some of that effort. As time goes by, we try to find new 
ways to interact virtually and I know that with time we will get better at it. There 
were no classes in seminary to help prepare for what we face these days, but I 
know we have help from the Holy Spirit. We discuss the current predicament 
weekly and seek out potential solutions. We want to be sure that we continue to 
pray, not as isolated Christians, but as a united community of faith. So, we’ll 
continue to stream the Mass and hopefully some other celebrations here too. You 
can find a schedule of upcoming streams right from stjoes.online.church. 

We want our Church, even in a time of imposed isolation, to be a place of 
fellowship too. Some have been calling around to our families to see how all are 
doing. Some of our parish groups are working towards meeting up online. There’s 
also been some great comments posted alongside and right after some of the 
streamed liturgies. 

We’re trying something new this weekend too. If you’re picking this stream 
up from the official St. Joseph Church Online site, you’ll notice a few links up 
above. One is called, ‘Give’, and it’s fairly obvious what that’s for; feel free to 
click or tap on that anytime. Next there’s one called, ‘Website’, that will take you 
to our parish website. There’s also one called, ‘Welcome’. Clicking or tapping on 
that one will take you to an after-Mass Zoom meeting. It does require the free 
Zoom app and I don’t know how well it’s going to work. But it’s free, it doesn’t 
require any kind of signup or registration and I hope it provides an opportunity for 
us to see some friendly faces and give a wave to some missed friends. I miss some 
of the conversations I’ve had with many of you after Mass and hope, that at least 
virtually, some of that interaction can be restored. 
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Coronavirus has, unexpectedly, presented some other new possibilities for 
all to spread our faith. Many of the things that have held some from joining us in 
worship have been removed. There is no hockey or soccer or dance classes. Many 
find themselves with more free time than they’ve ever had. They can join us in 
prayer without leaving home. Definitely consider extending an invitation. We all 
know people who live by fear and not by faith and could use some Good News. An 
opportunity has appeared to invite others to worship and pray with us and just 
maybe, through our invitation, some will catch what we have and join us. 

The Early Christians had something worth catching and so too do we. 
Although we pray for government leaders as they make important decisions, we 
don’t have faith in them. Though we’re thankful for the talent of great doctors and 
hope they will find a vaccine for coronavirus soon, our faith isn’t in them either. 
No, our faith is rooted in the one who defeated death. Our faith gives joy even 
when things in the world look dim. While others hope that the world can 
eventually return to, ‘normal’, whatever that was, our faith stirs us to hope in a 
post-coronavirus world that is better than, ‘normal’. Our faith reveals God’s love, 
the worthiness of each person, the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. We live 
by faith, not by fear and this is what we hope others will catch from us. 

Father of all, we ask you to reveal your love and goodness to all those in 
need. We pray for daily opportunities to share the light of our faith to others so that 
the great gift we have received and carry would be more contagious and more 
impactful than any virus or disease. With the help of the Holy Spirit, give us 
creativity, courage and wisdom so we would be effective disciples, instruments of 
Our Lord who will add to our numbers day by day as he did for the first Christian 
community. Use us, our faith, our joy, our hope and our love to dispel fear and 
anxiety. We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, Our Lord. Amen. 


