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Easter 

For many, perhaps even for many who are listening here this morning, it 

may seem as though the world is coming to an end these days. There’s plenty of 

fear going around. Jobs have been lost, over one million in Canada, I heard 

yesterday: a truly very sad statistic. Investments have lost value. Some among us 

are sick with a potentially grave illness while the rest of us fear catching that same 

illness. At a minimum, we very much miss the friends, relatives and loved ones 

who we’re not able to freely visit. There is no one who has been unaffected by the 

virus that afflicts us now. Oh, we know that either by vaccination or by time the 

coronavirus will be rendered powerless. But many questions remain: what is going 

to happen across the next few weeks or months? What will a post-coronavirus 

world be like? Can things ever be as they were? 

I certainly don’t have any answers to these questions and I’m not convinced 

that the experts are able to give anything more than guesses either; this is a new 

experience for everyone. But that’s okay. It’s okay because on this Easter day we 

proclaim to the world that we are not a people led by fear, but a people led by faith. 

We may have fears, but it’s faith that guides us. Watching the news gives lots of 

material for fear and truly, we’re affected as much as anyone else, but through faith 

we see things differently. Our faith is like a lens that gives us a unique perspective 

and is like a filter that forms our decisions. 

On the first Easter morning, both Peter and John ran to the tomb where Jesus 

had been buried. Both witnessed the same scene: the rock rolled from the entrance 

to the tomb and the folded burial shroud. But they each saw something different; 

only John recognized the scene as evidence for the resurrection and the fulfillment 
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of God’s promises. This is the difference that faith can make. While Peter was left 

scratching his head and had every reason to be led by fear, John, though having no 

idea of what it all meant, saw instead God at work. I have no doubt that this 

difference made all the difference in how each felt as they left the empty tomb. 

Our Lord has conquered death, he’s proven his trustworthiness and revealed 

his goodness and the power of his love; we have no need to give in to fear and 

every reason to believe in him. Christians are a people led by faith, not by fear. 

Those who live by fear buy up all the toilet paper they can; they inflate the cost of 

cleaning supplies. I went to the grocery store last week for some food. While there, 

I noticed that, of all things, all the flour was gone. I don’t think it’s documented, 

but one of the symptoms of coronavirus must be the compulsion to bake. The only 

thing left on the empty shelves was a notice that customers would be limited to 

buying two bags of flour. Why the limit on something as common as flour? Why 

the empty shelves? The answer is fear. Fear urges hoarding and panic and those led 

by fear give in to the urges of fear. 

Faith, on the other hand, reminds us that our faithful God is in control; he 

isn’t panicking, he’s working for our good, so there’s no need for us to panic. 

Indeed, Christians endure the same tribulations and face the same sources of fear 

as anyone. Like everyone, we too face unemployment and illness and we have no 

idea about what to expect from the future. Like many, we are afraid. But what we 

live by, what guides our decisions and marks our motives is our faith, not our fears. 

One sign of a life guided by faith is sacrifice and generosity. One thing 

coronavirus has given us is an excellent opportunity to be aware of the needs of 

others. When things get tight, needs are often exposed. The natural tendency 

during a crisis is to hoard. But, in this time, there are more opportunities for 
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generosity in the name of Jesus than we’ve ever experienced in our lives before. 

I’ve heard some great stories of people bringing food and even complete meals to 

elderly neighbours. I’ve seen positive chalk messages written by children on 

sidewalks. Even the spiritual disruptions we accept during this time is done out of 

concern for the needs of those around us. 

I’m particularly impressed with the efforts of the members of our parish St. 

Vincent de Paul Society who continue to serve those in need through the food 

bank, even though it means assuming some additional risk to their own health. By 

the way, this team invites you to contribute to their service by bringing donations 

to a drive-through food drive on Saturday between one and four. As you can 

imagine, during this time it’s been a challenge to keep the shelves of the food bank 

stocked; so, any assistance you can give would be greatly appreciated by many 

families in our community. 

We live by faith, we’re sacrificial and we also share hope. During this time, 

we’ll encounter people who are hurting and afraid. Even if unable to give material 

assistance, we can offer to the world great reason for hope. We have a great chance 

to bring Jesus to others and share the Good News of the Resurrection. Compared to 

the news of one rising from the dead, coronavirus is nothing. 

When things in the world seem dark, we have a great message of light. 

Indeed, like everyone else, some Christians will lose their jobs during this period 

of tribulation. Some will have grave difficulties in making mortgage or rent 

payments and will even face difficulties in providing food for their families. Some 

Christians will get sick and some may not make it through this pandemic. I’m not 

going to even try guessing at the plethora of challenges that people, Christian or 

otherwise, will face in the days to come. It’s okay to be afraid. There’s much we 
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ought to fear. But fear doesn’t lead us, it doesn’t guide our decisions or rule our 

lives. 

Instead we are led by faith. We share with others what we have witnessed: 

Jesus risen from the dead. We look out for the needs of others and, for the good of 

our neighbours, are willing to make sacrifices even to how we receive spiritual 

nourishment. When things become dark, when we face challenges, difficulties and 

losses, we defeat despair with hope, proclaiming that our faithful and loving Lord 

has, indeed, defeated death. 

In the days to come, there might be much to grieve. But the grieving of 

Christians will not be for things lost never to be had again, but for things that have 

not yet come. Those without hope grieve the things that have been lost. Christians 

grieve too; but living by faith, they grieve the promises that have not yet been fully 

realized: eternal joy in the Kingdom of God. We grieve with hope; we grieve as a 

people of faith, as a people who know that Jesus, who conquered death with love, 

will conquer those things that threaten us today too. 

Heavenly Father, we pray that you would build up the faith of your Church, 

that the light of our faith would shine throughout this world. God of all, for those 

who are hurting, for those who are sick, we pray for healing. We pray for 

protection. We, who often wonder at your ways, pray for the gift of wisdom. Lord, 

we pray for a vaccine to bring an end to the virus that afflicts your people. We pray 

for global economic environments that bring peace and growth. We pray for our 

leaders and politicians who are challenged with making unprecedented decisions; 

and God of all, we pray for your Church, that when the world grows darker, our 

light would shine brighter and lead those who hurt, those who need healing, into 

your loving care. We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 


